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being completely in the ascendant. Now the
Puritan of Catholicism displayed to the full
his extraordinary genius and the extravagance
of his theories. The republic of Florence
was to be a Christian commonwealth, of
which God was the sole sovereign, and His
Gospel the law; the most stringent enact-
ments were made for the repression of vice
and frivolity; gambling was prohibited; the
vanities of dress were restrained by sumptuary
laws. Even the women flocked to the public
square to fling down their costliest ornaments,
and Savonarola's followers made a huge
4 bonfire of vanities'. Meanwhile his
rigorism and his claim to the gift of prophecy
led to his being cited in 1495 to answer a
charge of heresy at Rome and on his failing
to appear he was forbidden to preach.
Savonarola disregarded the order, but his
difficulties at home increased. The new
system proved impracticable and although
the conspiracy for the recall of the Medici
failed, and five of the conspirators were
executed, yet this very rigour hastened the
reaction. In 1497 came a sentence of
excommunication from R.ome; and thus
precluded from administering the sacred
offices, Savonarola zealously tended the sick
monks during the plague. A second * bonfire
of vanities * in 1498 led to riots; and at the
new elections the Medici party came into
power. Savonarola was again ordered to
desist from preaching, and was fiercely
denounced by a Franciscan preacher,
Francesco da Puglia. Dominicans and
Franciscans appealed to the interposition of
divine providence by the ordeal of fire.
But when the trial was to have come off
(April 1498) difficulties and debates arose,
destroying Savonarola's prestige and produc-
ing a complete revulsion of public feeling.
He was brought to trial for falsely claiming
to have seen visions and uttered prophecies,
for religious error, and for sedition. Under
torture he made avowals which he afterwards
withdrew. He was declared guilty and the
sentence was confirmed by Rome. On May
23, 1498, this extraordinary man and two
Dominican disciples were strangled and
burned, still professing their adherence to the
Catholic Church. In morals and religion,
not in theology, Savonarola may be regarded
as a forerunner of the Reformation. His
works are mainly sermons, theological
treatises (the chief The Triumph of the Cross),
some poems, and a discourse on the govern-
ment of Florence. An edition appeared in
1633-40; Ferrari edited Prediche e Scritti
(1930), Ridolfi his Letters (1933). The great
Life of him is by Prof. Villari (1863; 2nd ed.,
much altered, 1887; trans, by Linda Villari,
1888). See English works by R. Madden
(1854), W. R. Clark (1878), Herbert Lucas,
SJ. (1899), P. Villari (1918) and R. Ridolfi
(trans. 1960); Mrs Oliphant, Makers of
Florence*, George Eliot, Romola and M. de la
Bedoyere, The Meddlesome Friar (1958).

SAWTREY, William (7-1401), a Lollard
burnt at Smithfield, February 26, 1401, the
first victim in England.

SAXE, (1) John Godfrey (1816-87), American
poet, born at Highgate, Vt., was by turns
lawyer, journalist, politician, lecturer and

journalist again.    His numerous poems are
mostly humorous and satirical.
(2) Maurice, Comte de (1696-1750), usually
called Marshal de Saxe, natural son of
Augustus II, Elector of Saxony and king of
Poland, and Countess Aurora von Konigs-
mark, was born at Goslar. At twelve he ran
off to join the army of Maryborough in
Flanders, and next the Russo-Polish army
before Stralsund (1711). He fought against
the Turks in Hungary under Prince Eugene,
and studied the art of war in France. In
1726, elected Duke of Courland, he main-
tained himself against Russians and Poles,
but was compelled to retire in 1729. He took
a brilliant part in the siege of Philippsburg
(1734); and in the war of the Austrian
succession he invaded Bohemia and took
Prague by storm. In 1744, now marshal of
France, he commanded the French array in
Flanders, showed splendid tactical skill, and
took several fortresses. In 1745 he defeated
the Duke of Cumberland at Fontenoy. In
1746 he gained the victory of Raucoux, and
was made marshal-general. For the third
time, at Laffeld (July 2, 1747), he defeated
Cumberland and captured Bergen-op-Zoom.
He then retired to his estate of Chambord,
and died November 30, 1750. His work on
the art of war, Mes Reveries, was published in
1751. See Carlyle's Frederick the Great,
Lives by Karl von Weber (2nd ed. 1870),
Saint-Rene Taillandier (1865), Vitzthum von
Eckstadt (1867), the Due de Broglie (1891),
Brandenburg (1897) and J. Colin, Les
Campagnes du Mar&chal de Saxe (3 vols.
1901-06).
SAXE-COBURG-GOTHA, Alfred Ernest
Albert, Prince of (1844-1900), second son of
Queen Victoria, was born at Windsor Castle
and studied at Bonn and Edinburgh before
entering the royal navy in 1858. He was
elected King of Greece in 1862, but declined
the dignity. In 1866 he was created Duke of
Edinburgh and in 1874 married the Russian
Grand Duchess Marie Alexandrovna (1853-
1920). In 1893 he succeeded his uncle as
reigning Duke of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha.
SAXO GRAMMATICUS, 'the Scholar'
(c. 1140-1206), Danish chronicler and a
Zealander by birth, was secretary to the
Archbishop of Roskilde, at whose request he
wrote the Gesta Danorum in 16 books. This
fine example of early Renaissance literature,
partly legendary (bks. i-ix) and partly
historical, is written after the style of Valerius
Maximus. See O. Elton's translation of
Books i-ix (1894) and C. Weibull, Saxo
(1915).
SAY, Jean Baptiste (1767-1832), French
political economist, born at Lyons, passed
part of his youth in England. On the out-
break of the Revolution he worked for
Mirabeau on the Courrier de Provence? and
was secretary to the minister of finance.
In 1794-1800 he edited La Dgcade, and in it
expounded the views of Adam Smith. A
member of the tribunate in 1799, as a
protest against the arbitrary tendencies of the
consular government he resigned (1804). In
1803 he issued his Traite d* Iconomie politique
(8th ed. 1876). In 1814 the government sent
him to England to study its economics; he